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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-6, 8-12, 14, 26-28, 30-36 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

as being unpatentable over Malcolm et al. [US 5,790,939] in view of Hepp et al. [US 

6,449,219]. 

Regarding claims 1 , 4, 8, 9-12, Malcolm et al. disclose a system [figure 1] for 
distributing watch information, and processing information comprising: a plurality of 
hand held terminal devices [22] that acquire and process said watch information [time 
synchronization]; an information distribution apparatus [20] for distributing said watch 
information to said plurality of hand held terminal devices; and display means [64, figure 
2]] for displaying said watch information on said plurality of hand held terminal devices; 
wherein said watch information is displayed on said display means of said plurality of 
hand held terminal devices that depicts at least a current time [not explicitly mentioned, 
however the timer 48 is capable of this function]. 

Malcolm et al. disclose the claimed invention except for the time is displayed in 
form of a video image. 

Hepp et al. discloses a system and method for customizing time display including 
language, multi media/video [column 1, lines 55-67; fig. 1]. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to incorporate the display design system and/or method of Hepp et 
al. with Malcolm et al. for the purpose of presenting a unique and personalized time 
display sequence on a display device. 

Regarding claim 2, Malcolm et al. disclose wherein the handheld devices 
comprising a smart card [64, figure 2] capable of storing and/or carrying information and 
insertable into the handheld devices. 

Regarding claims 3, 14, Malcom et al. disclose wherein the watch information are 
distributed as data to the plurality of hand held device by using broadcast infrastructure 
and/or communication infrastructure [satellite]. 

Regarding claim 5, Malcolm et al. disclose an operating section [22 figure 2] 
operated to input operational information concerning the watch information; a receiving 
section [44] that receives the watch information; a storage device [66] that stores the 
watch information received by the receiving section; and a control unit that reads out the 
watch information from the storage device according to the operational information. 

Regarding claim 6, Malcolm et al. disclose that the handheld terminals are hand 
held phone set [22] comprising a turner [44] that received watch information form a 
broadcast station [satellite 26]; a storage device [66] that stores the watch information 
received by the turner; a data processing section [22] that reads out and processes the 
watch information stores in the storage device; and a hand held telephone function [59, 
60] controlled by the data processing section. 
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Regarding claims 26-28, 30-36 and 38, the method steps are necessitated by the 
disclosed apparatus structure. 

Claims 7 and 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Malcolm et al. and Biggs as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Kawamoto 
et al. [US 6,889,246]. 

Regarding claim 7, Malcolm et al., as modified, disclose the claimed invention 
wherein the device is capable of accepting a recording medium [smart card] except for 
explicitly describe that the recording medium provides the watch information to a user, 
and wherein the user mounts the information recording medium on a hand held terminal 
device to use the watch information via the recording medium. 

Kawamoto et al. disclose a data distribution system wherein a memory card [1 12] 
for recording data is mounted to a cellular phone [31]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to use the teachings of Hori et al. with Malcolm et al., as modified, 
to facilitate recording/transferring/reproducing watch information to a plurality of devices. 

Regarding claim 29, the method steps are necessitated by the disclosed 
apparatus structure. 

Claims 13 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Malcolm et al. and Biggs as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Lim 
[US 6,628,974]. 

Regarding claim 13, Malcolm et al., as modified, disclose the claimed invention 
except for the hand held devices are foldable type. 



Application/Control Number: 10/020,358 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2841 

Lim discloses a hand held device is a foldable type [fig. 5]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to use the foldable design of Lim with the devices of Malcolm et al., 
as modified, for the purpose of providing components protection. 

Regarding claim 37, the method steps are necessitated by the disclosed 
apparatus structure. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thanh S Phan whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2109. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kamand Cuneo can be reached on 571-272-1957. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). A 
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